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Vast improvements are scheduled 
to begin in August at the lodge 
at Sequoyah State Park on Fort 

Gibson Lake, which is good news for those 
who like to stay at Oklahoma’s largest state 
park and enjoy a few rounds on one of 
Oklahoma’s quirkiest golf courses.

To say the fairways at Sequoyah are 
sloped or canted is to do a disservice to 
those words, though there is almost al-
ways eventually a level spot in the landing 
area. In that respect, the 1964 design by 
the masterful Floyd Farley offers excel-
lent practice in controlling your tee shots, 
working the ball either with or against the 
prevailing wind and gradient to find a level 
lie with a decent approach to the small 
greens.

Of course, if you’re at the state park, it’s 
probably because the course is fun, offers 
great views, a chance to glimpse all manner 
of wildlife and is a tremendous bargain. 
Tulsans in particular should remember the 
course is only a 40-minute drive.

“It’s a totally different golf experience 
from what you get in town,” said Keli 
Clark, the marketing coordinator for 
Oklahoma State Parks. “You have great 
lake views and might see deer, fox or wild 

turkeys, but you’re not going to see a car on 
a nearby highway.”

The greens were converted to Champion 
Bermuda several years ago and several re-
flect their pitched settings in that you may 
have to putt 20 feet above the hole to have 

the ball trickle down and stop near it.
The views are great throughout the 

course, with the lake visible from most 
holes, plenty of elevation change and 
huge hardwood trees. Two of the par-5s 
wrap around the lake and unfortunately 
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Elevated tees such on this par-3 offer a chance to watch a shot tumble from the sky.
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are among the first holes to suffer when the lake levels rise as the 
Grand River pours in. Flooding in late spring and early summer has 
been an issue but not this spring.

For those who haven’t been, Sequoyah State Park is located 
between Wagner and Tahlequah in Hulbert on Highway 51. The 
cabins are all recently renovated including all new fixtures and fur-
niture. The state upgraded the pool area and this summer will begin 
a complete overhaul of the lodge, which was built in 1956 with a 
western motif (and was called Western Hills by a previous manage-
ment company).  The lodge will close on Aug, 3 and reopen in early 
Feb., 2015.

The lodge has 104 guest rooms, 44 cottages, a bunkhouse avail-
able for special meetings and parties and six campgrounds for RV 
or tent camping.  The rooms will be completely renovated with all 
new fixtures, carpets, beds, etc. The lobby and meeting rooms are 
being redone as well as the restaurant. An auction will be held on 
Aug. 11 to sell off old furniture and fixtures.

Besides golf and swimming, there are tennis and basketball 
courts, volleyball, a two-mile nature trail and the Three Forks Na-
ture Center, complete with its own bald eagle, owl, foxes, coyote, 
beaver, numerous snakes and lizards and, of course, tarantulas.

There is a full marina with boat rentals and we hear the fishing 
is excellent. A riding stable offers trail rides, hayrides and children’s 
programs.

The massive pine trees lining the winding entrance road were 
planted by hand by a relative of current park and facility manager 
Tony Presley when the park was being constructed in the 1950s and 
now add a beautiful touch to the entrance and nature trail. Also, the 
lodge and cabins are situated to take full advantage of sunsets over 
the lake.

Rooms in the lodge start at $75 per night and there are specials 
available during the week in which you can get a fourth night free 
with the rental of three nights.

For more information on the golf course or any of the facilities, go to www.
travelok.com.

Tall pine trees stand sentinel along the entry road.

73 frEE rOUNDS Of GOlf! 
Visit scspgagolfpass.com to order yours today!
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