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by ken macleod

Hundreds, if not thousands of golfers can trace their enjoyment 
of the game back to a lesson at Oklahoma City’s Lincoln Park 
Golf Course with legendary pro U.C. Ferguson.

Teaching and sharing the game has always been in the Fergu-
son DNA and that continues today. There 
may be no better place to get a lesson in 
Oklahoma, or even in the country, than 
the fully loaded WinStar Golf Academy 
in Thackerville, which falls under the 
guidance of Michael Ferguson, U.C.’s 
grandson and the new general manager of 
WinStar Golf Course.

Ferguson, 36, whose 7-year-old son is 
named Lincoln Parker Ferguson, has re-
turned to Oklahoma after spending most 
of his working career in Scottsdale and 
Palm Springs, most recently as director of 
golf at PGA West, the former Landmark facility founded by Okla-
homans Joe Walser and Ernie Vossler.

“I’m getting to continue my passion for golf in a state where my 
grandfather did such an amazing job and really exposed the game 
to all walks of life,” Ferguson said. “He never excluded anyone 
based on price and he gave back to the game.”

Through the generosity of the Chickasha Nation, Ferguson is 
getting his own opportunities to give back. He helped present a 
check for $250,000 to a Shriners’ Hospital in New Orleans re-
cently and is involved with various Oklahoma programs.

“It’s been humbling for me, because I never had the privilege to 
do these sort of things before,” Ferguson said.

At WinStar, Ferguson commands a growing golf operation that 

has 27 holes and will expand to 36 this summer. The cart fleets 
have misting fans and stereo systems. Nearly every room in what 
is one of the largest casinos in the United States is booked con-
stantly, meaning there is never a shortage of potential golfers.

Although the course is there as an amenity to gamblers, it is 
much more to Ferguson. Some of the biggest handles for the casi-

no, surprisingly, come from women play-
ing slot machines. That means husbands 
have time to either play golf, learn it or 
refine their games.

That’s where the remarkable WinStar 
Golf Academy comes into play. Every bell 
and whistle is accounted for, from the so-
phisticated launch monitor TrackMan to 
the Gears 3D Swing Analysis. Customers 
can take lessons they can watch later in 
their rooms or webstream back to their 
teachers at clubs across the country.

Every guest at the hotel gets a 15-min-
ute lesson and a 2-for-1 green fee. Five- and 10-lesson packages 
are popular options, along with various golf schools.

With the relaxed green fee prices and the multitude of lessons, 
Ferguson is carrying on in the spirit of his grandfather.

“Every golf professional in America would love to have the 
amenities and facilities we have here,” Ferguson said. “It’s the 
best golf facility in America. You can book a golf school and stay 
in a cottage with catered meals and your own private cart. Every-
thing I learned at PGA West, we’re bringing all those amenities 
and services back to Oklahoma.”

After growing up learning the game at Lincoln Park, Ferguson 
worked at various Oklahoma courses before Oklahoma-born 
golf course professional and manager Roger Maxwell, brother 

Familiar name, new vision 
at WinStar course, academy

“Every golf profession-
al in America would love 
to have the amenities and 
facilities we have here”

– Michael Ferguson
General Manager

Michael Ferguson, third from left, is leading the team at WinStar Golf Course and the incredible adjacent golf academy. On board 
from left are teaching pro Bill Knodle, head professional Scott Bishop and teaching professional Gary Nutt.
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of famous U.C. student Susie Maxwell 
Berning, hired him at Scottsdale Country 
Club.  A few years later at the age of 29, he 
was offered the job as director of opera-
tions by Mike Kelly at PGA West.

“We had a PGA Q School the first week 
I was there and I was scared to death,” Fer-
guson said. “But what a great experience it 
turned out to be. I got to play with Boone 
Pickens, Pete Dye, pick the brain of Ernie 
Vossler, just a lot of great experiences.

“You grow up in hard times in Okla-
homa and start to learn there’s not many 
things that can scare you if you’re dedi-
cated to what you’re trying to accomplish. 
Having guys like Roger Maxwell and Mike 
Kelly and U.C. as my mentors, I learned 
that if you believe in what you’re trying 
to accomplish, you can accomplish about 
anything.”

Ferguson was talked into returning to 
Oklahoma by WinStar General Manager 
Wayne McCormick. He was talked into 
the golf business in the first place not by 
his grandfather, but by his father, Scott 
Ferguson, who played professional golf 
and later worked at Pine Top Country 
Club in Flagstaff, Ariz., before eventually 
changing career paths. 

“Dad said he was golfed out,” Ferguson 

said. “But he’s the reason I’m here today. 
He was the one taking me out to Lincoln 
Park from the time I was 5- or 6-years old.”

Guests at WinStar this spring will see 
construction under way on a final nine 
holes which will bring the facility to 36 
holes. The new nine is being designed by 
Steve Wolfard, who worked with D.A. 
Weibring on the original 18. Construction 
begins in April.

Guests will also notice that nine holes 

each day will be outfitted with the new 
15-inch oversize cups that Taylormade has 
been pushing as part of its Hack Golf ini-
tiative as a way to speed up play, increase 
enjoyment and grow the game.

“This continues one of Fergie’s big initia-
tives and that was to make golf fun, fast 
and enjoyable,” Ferguson said. “We’re go-
ing to promote this pretty heavily and I 
think you’ll see that even the accomplished 
golfers and low handicap players enjoy it.”

Michael Ferguson in the WinStar Academy putting lab.

2015 Golf Pass is BiGGer AND Better!  Visit scspgagolfpass.com to order yours today!


