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by ken macleod

G
olfers visiting Oklahoma old-
est, largest and only wholly 
owned and managed state 
park will come away wowed 

this summer by two vastly different but 
equally key improvements.

For stay-and-play visits, the $27 million 
new lodge offers 32 comfortable and taste-
fully decorated rooms, along with the Blue 
Heron restaurant right on the water, a fit-
ness center, meeting rooms, ballrooms, a 
large lobby, gift shop and other amenities.

The lodge opened in February and though 
landscaping remained to be finished on a re-
cent visit, the care that went in to the design 

and furnishings is evident.
Lake Murray, named for Oklahoma’s 

ninth governor, Alfalfa Bill Murray (1931-
35), was built in the late 1930s as a project 
of the Civilian Conservation Corps. As con-
struction of  the original cabins and other 
structures progressed through the comple-
tion of the first lodge in the 1950s, the theme 
was for sturdy rock structures that seemed 
to rise naturally from the landforms and not 
detract from the spectacular views of the 
spring-fed and clear waters of Lake Murray.

All the interiors designers who worked on 

the new lodge kept with that theme, using 
muted colors that accent the lake views.

“Everything in the lobby and rooms was 
custom designed and all the colors blend in 
with the natural beautiful aqua color of the 
water, a life-giving source to this area,” said 
Keli Clark, marketing coordinator for Okla-
homa Tourism. 

The walls are lined with a combination of 
historical photos reflecting the history of the 
park and nature paintings and photos from 
within the park. Artist Susan Dragoo pro-
vided the photos that liven the rooms, while 
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Huge windows overlook the clear waters of Lake Murray at the state’s brand new 
lodge at Oklahoma’s oldest state park. 
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THE BEST IN  
CASUAL DINING
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OKLAHOMA:  
EDMOND • OKC • NORMAN • TULSA

ARIZONA:  
CHANDLER • SCOTTSDALE • MESA

NEBRASKA:  
OMAHA

INDIANA:  
INDIANAPOLIS • WESTFIELD

TEXAS:  
FT. WORTH

other local and regional artists contributed key pieces that make the 
lodge a real collaborative effort reflecting a keen sense of the re-
gion’s history and heritage.

Combined with the 56 cabins that Lake Murray has for rent and 
the Floating Cabins, an independent rental contractor within the 
park, golfers and families will find quality lodging, although the 
limited number of rooms in the initial phase of the lodge may mean 
you should call ahead now. 

At the golf course, head professional Wesley Chaney is hearing 
nothing but raves from golfers who have stayed at the new lodge. 
This summer, they will have a golf course to match.

A state-of-the-art irrigation system installed last summer is mak-
ing all the difference at Lake Murray. Instead of single-row irrigation 
resulting in only the center of the fairways remaining green during 
hot spells, with the outer edges, roughs and areas under the tree 
lines turning to withered hard pan, the new system can fully irrigate 
the entire fairway and give adequate moisture to the roughs as well.

Combined with selective tree removal and an intensive amount 
of work to raise the canopy on the oak trees that line most holes, 
the result of more light and water will combine to provide dense 
turf coverage in areas that have been barren for years.

“It’s making a huge difference already and it’s only going to be-
come much 
more pro-
nounced this 
s u m m e r , ” 
C h a n e y 
said. “An 
i m p r o v e -
ment like 
this has re-
ally helped 
improve the 
morale of 
our crew. 
We’re proud 
of the course 
and the how 
the hard 
work is pay-

ing off and it’s 
only going to 

get better.”
Also underway on the course is planting of native areas to border 

some of the more open holes and continued work on tee boxes. The 
greens were converted to the Mini-Verde ultradwarf Bermuda five 
years back which has resulted in firm, fast conditions throughout 
the summers on the relatively flat greens.

One area Chaney is hoping will be taken care of in the next round 
of improvements is the concrete cart paths, which are in poor shape 
and also could be moved into tree lines to be less obtrusive. 

The golf course is developing a strong local following and in-
creased visitor play. Chaney said it drew more than 20,000 rounds 
in 2016 and as conditions continue to improve the hope is that num-
ber will rise by several thousand at least.

In addition to golf, visitors to Lake Murray State Park will find a 
new nature center, miles of hiking trails, a stable for horseback rid-
ing, miniature golf with kayak and canoe rentals, a marina, camp-
grounds, ATV park and more.

To reserve tee times, rooms or for more information on Lake 
Murray, go to www.travelok.com.

 

Every tastefully-appointed room at Lake Murray 
has a lake view and an outdoor patio.


