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Recently I had the chance to visit the 
openings of two courses in Oklahoma, 
which hasn’t been the case much of late.

One was a renovation and one was the 
addition of nine holes to an existing 27, 
so it wasn’t really a new facility in a new 
market. To my knowledge, the last new 
course in Oklahoma was The Patriot in 
2010. In the intervening seven years, at 
least 15 courses in 
Oklahoma have 
closed, so again it 
was really nice to 
do what used to be 
a major part of our 
job, report on new 
course openings.

Both are excel-
lent. The renova-
tion of Firelake 
Golf Course in 
Shawnee, owned 
by the Citizen 
Potawatomie Na-
tion, has vastly improved a course that 
previously had major drainage issues. The 
tribe, superintendent Derron Day, as well 
as architect Conor Cummings of Randy 
Heckenkemper’s design firm and the con-
struction firm of United Golf led by Dale 
Forrest and shaper Mike Webb, are all to 
be congratulated for a job well done.

The final nine holes for the Scissortail 
Course at WinStar World Resort & Casi-
no opened in July. The Scissortail Course 
contains the third and fourth nine-hole 
sets designed by D.A. Weibring and they 
have quite a different feel and character 
from the original 18, including a series of 
tree-lined holes with white crushed marble 
bunkers with the material imported from 
California, that give the course a feel of 
settings you might encounter in the Caro-
linas or the northeast.

If you get the opportunity, I would cer-
tainly make plans to stop by both these 
places in the near future.

Meanwhile, there’s quite a bit brewing 
under the surface with some of our promi-

nent clubs that could create news of a posi-
tive or negative nature in the near future.

As reported here previously, the owner-
ship of the Golf Club of Oklahoma sued 
American Golf at the end of its 20-year 
lease agreement for not returning the 
course in the same condition as it was 
when it took over. A trial date has been set 
for next May. Would still expect these two 
to work something out before that, but 
we’ll see.

Meanwhile, other courses that were un-
der long-term agreements with American 
Golf are nearing the end of their leases. 
White Hawk Golf Club in Bixby owner 
Gerald Pope has been actively looking to 
sell the course in advance of his lease ex-
piring in 2018. A long-term lease of Silver-
horn Golf Club in Oklahoma City is also 
nearing its expiration. 

American Golf 
and most other 
management com-
panies are no lon-
ger offering sweet-
heart long-term 
deals to owners 
guaranteeing an 
income no mat-
ter how the course 
performs, which in 
turn makes own-
ership of a golf 

course a more risky 
proposition with to-

day’s golf economy. It is now imperative 
for owners to make certain their courses 
are managed, maintained and marketed 
properly, where in the past these long-term 
leases afforded owners a cushion from the 
stress of day-to-day operations.

Also in Tulsa, rumors of a potential sale 
by Arcis Golf of Meadowbrook Country 
Club led to special meetings of the mem-
bership in an effort to make their own bid. 
Calls to the company to determine the va-
lidity of the rumors were not returned as of 
press time.

Homeowners and regular users of Coffee 
Creek in Edmond were stunned when that 
course was sold and closed last year mainly 
for commercial real estate uses. Fair warn-
ing, this situation could be repeated at sev-
eral courses if owners see an opportunity to 
cash out versus trying to make money year-
to-year in a tough industry without the 
comfort of a long-term guarantee on a lease 
with a management company. Stay tuned.

– Ken MacLeod

Openings 
at Firelake, 
WinStar are
hopeful sign
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Drainage issues have been resolved at 
Firelake Golf Course in Shawnee.
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