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Course update

by ken macleod

I
n July, the final nine holes of the Scissortail Course at WinStar Resort 
& Casino in Thackerville opened. Golfers may think they’ve been 
transported from the Oklahoma-Texas border to somewhere in North 
Carolina.

Complementing the front nine which opened in 2011, the back nine fea-
tures gently bending, tree-lined par-4s and par-5s with a wooded ridge visible 
in the background. Water features come into play on several holes, particu-
larly the wooded chute on the par-3 17th. 

The original 18 at WinStar had more of an open prairie feel, but architect 
D.A. Weibring of Dallas was fortunate that the additional property secured 
for Scissortail included some relatively flat forested terrain. Many of the 
greens are slightly elevated and the fairway and greenside bunker complexes 
are bright with white crushed marble sand, lending to that eastern ambiance.

“It’s a very fun, very fair test of golf that aesthetically and visually is not 
something you would expect to see in this part of the country,” said general 
manager Michael Ferguson. “Roger Maxwell (long-time golf and resort devel-
oper) came out and toured it and said No. 14 reminds him of a hole at Pine 

The par-3 17th is one of the striking holes on the new nine at Scissortail.
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Valley. I said let’s not get carried away, but 
that’s a pretty impressive compliment.”

The final nine begins with the short par-
4 10th, a good birdie opportunity at just 
365 yards, followed by a 226-yard par-3. Of 
course, don’t play the back tees unless you’re 
a pro or member of the Long Drivers Associa-
tion warming up, they stretch out to a listed 
distance of 7,192 yards that is closer to 7,400 
once you play the additional tees that have 
been added to several holes.

“If we ever have a Champions Tour or 
Web.com Tour event out here, we wanted 
to be able to stretch it out to at least 7,400 
yards,” Ferguson said.

The greens are grassed with the Mini-
Verde strain of ultra dwarf Bermuda. Fair-
ways and roughs are the hybrid TifSport Ber-
muda grass. The greens on the new back nine 
are a bit larger with more contours than the 
front nine. Between the two courses, there 
are some 20 acres of ponds and 54 acres of 
native area, including 13 acres that have been 
planted with milkweed in order to assist the 
Monarch butterfly, which makes heavy mi-
gration south through that area in the fall.

As the new nine progresses, golfers will 
have their hands full starting on 13, a 551-
yard par-5 with water down the right side. 
After the 442-yard par-4 14th, the 15th is a 

586-yard par-5, followed by the 410-yard 
par-4 16th. The par-3 17th is a favorite of the 
staff, measuring at 195 yards. The final hole is 
a 452-yard par-4 with multiple bunkers down 
the right side.

“The reaction from our members and the 
public has been great,” Ferguson said. “They 
are finding it really enjoyable.”

Members, including the VIPs from the casi-
no, have a block of tee times that rotate daily 

from Scissortail to the original course, now 
named Red Bud. Just check with the pro shop 
for availability.

Notes: WinStar World Casino & Resort will 
be the home of the World Long Drive Cham-
pionship on Aug. 31 through Sept. 6, with the 
finals on Sept. 5 and 6 televised by the Golf 
Channel. The field is set up on the course’s 
driving range with temporary bleachers in-
stalled. There is no cost for admission.

The gently bending tree-lined par-4 14th hole on the Scissortail Course.
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