
BY STEVE HABEL 

THACKERVILLE – Those of you who 
ventured to the southern Oklahoma bor-
der just north of the Red River to play the 
original golf course at the WinStar World 
Casino & Resort back in 2006 owe your-
selves a repeat trip.

But when you get there, don’t expect the 
same kind of challenge you had in previ-
ous rounds. This time you better bring 
your “A” game and perhaps an extra sleeve 
or two of balls.

When the D.A. Weibring and Steve Wol-

ford-designed championship WinStar Golf 
Course debuted more than 10 years ago, 
the place was immaculate, fun and forgiv-
ing, with wide-open fairways, putting sur-
faces that were challenging but not overly 
so and a mentality of getting the golfer 
around the track as quickly as possible to 
get them back into the burgeoning casino.

Some of that has changed as today’s 
golf experience is more demanding, with 
the mowing patterns of the fairways nar-
rowed to require more accuracy off the tee 
and the speeds on smoother-than-smooth 
greens quickened to 10.5 or 11 on the St-

impmeter.
Now golf at WinStar is just a portion of 

a “total experience,” as the course, the ca-
sino (which is one of the world’s largest) 
and the property’s hotels are top-drawer in 
every sense of the word. No expense has 
been spared to make your WinStar stay – 
and play – one you’ll want to repeat.

“The course and the experience at Win-
Star is better than it has ever been because 
we don’t work to bring golfers here – we 
want those people who want a total enter-
tainment experience who like to play golf 
as part of that,” WinStar GC general man-

WinStar has tightened fairways and added challenge around the greens.
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Aerial view of the holes at WinStar Golf Club.

opens this summer 
as WinStar enhances golf experience
New nine



ager Michael Ferguson said. “We are not here to drive rounds – we 
are here to drive experiences.”

That attitude begins at the top with the leadership of the Chick-
asaw Nation of Oklahoma, the resort and golf course’s owners and 
operators.

The Weibring-Wolford Group designed WinStar’s original 
course (now called the East and West nines) to compliment the 
rustic beauty of its natural setting, featuring sandy natural areas, 
native prairie grasses, tree groupings, four lakes and native wildlife 
on 225 acres of Red River basin. It was routed on land that used to 
be a peanut farm.

The WinStar course, originally considered as a respite for the ca-
sino rather than a draw on its own, has morphed through the past 
decade to a 27-hole facility as an additional nine holes, also designed 
by Weibring and Wolford, opened in 2011. From its opening, the golf 
course has offered unparalleled customer service and attention to de-
tail – where else outside perhaps Las Vegas and the courses of Scotts-
dale are you going to fi nd carts with chargers for your cell phone and 
ceiling fans? – and that level of opulence remains.

The 27 holes that now are open for play at WinStar are a solid 
and demanding test of your game and especially your prowess in-
side 100 yards and on the greens. Each hole offers its own risk-
reward challenge and with the new mowing patterns on the fair-
ways and the increased speeds on the putting surfaces, this is very 
much a position golf course.

The golf facility has also added a world-renowned Golf Acad-
emy to its list of amenities. The facility’s clubhouse is a 10,000 
square-foot beauty that features a pro shop, well-appointed locker 
rooms, a grill and bar area that features ultra-cool woods and spa-
cious banquet facilities. 

Another nine-hole expansion from Weibring and Wolford’s de-
sign table has been routed and grassed and should be ready for play 
this summer, perhaps as early as June 1.

“We will not open the new nine until it is absolutely perfect and 
ready,” Ferguson said. 

Once the new nine is ready, the facility’s courses will be re-
branded as the Scissortail course (the new nine and the South nine, 
the holes opened in 2011) and the Redbud course (the original 18 
holes, now called the East and West). Trees will be planted and 17 
bunkers will be added to the South nine and all its bunkers will 
be fi lled with white sand to match the bunkers on the new nine, 
as the Scissortail course will become the premier track at WinStar.

The opening hole of WinStar’s South nine has hosted the World 
Long Drive Championship since 2015. Ferguson and the Tribe 
are actively courting a professional tournament. The Long Drive 

Pro shop at WinStar World Casino & Resort
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Championship will be held at Win-Star the 
first week of Sept. with live coverage of the 
finals Sept. 5-6  on The Golf Channel.

“We currently have 601 VIP members 
and we can call almost every one of them 
by name,” Ferguson said. “Our competition 
is not public golf courses – its high-end pri-
vate clubs but with a very big difference. 

“We are a resort that caters to the whole 
experience, with gaming, great food, excel-
lent lodging and a wonderful challenging 
golf course that’s only going to get better 
and a second-to-none golf academy facility 
to help your game if you want it. The best 
private clubs can’t offer what we can.”

Ferguson said his 27-hole facility hosted 
about 30,000 rounds last year, but added 
that its business model is not based on a 
predetermined amount of play – its built on 
providing something that guests who are 
golfers can’t get anywhere outside Las Ve-
gas.

“We are not here to make money,” he 
said. “We are here to make our guests feel 
good and want to come back. We try to 
get better every day; the only pressure I 
feel as a general manager is making sure 
our guests enjoy a complete resort experi-
ence. Our golf course is just another part 
of that focus.”


