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by art stricklin

THACKERVILLE – While he 
was an Oklahoma State student 
and avid golfer in 2010-12, Ja-
son Eslinger had a job working at 
Karsten Creek Golf Club, where 
he had a chance to meet, befriend 
and play plenty of golf with OSU 
golf team members Rickie Fowler, 
Kevin Tway and Peter Uihlein.

Eslinger would wow his OSU 
friends with his booming long 
drives and would be equally 
wowed by their talents from the 
fairways and around the green, with each 
dreaming of a pro golf career.

“There is a unique sound when they 
would hit an iron from the fairway onto 
the green and there’s a pretty unique sound 
when I would catch one off the tee,” Esling-
er said. “I think we amazed each other.”

Just five years later, their golfing dreams 
have come true with varying degrees of suc-
cess. Fowler, Tway and Uihlein are all play-
ing on the PGA Tour while Eslinger, who 

took a different golfing path, concluded his 
most successful year as a Long Drivers As-
sociation of America Tour member.

“My ultimate goal is to win the World 
Long Drive Championship and become one 
of the 10-to-20 guys nationally who make a 
living do this,” Eslinger said. “Until then, I’ll 
just be one of those guys who try to hit it 
400 yards off the tee all day long.”

While the whirl of the PGA Tour lifestyle 
for the OSU threesome can seem like a year-

long festival of great travel, great money and 
great times, the lifestyle of a professional 
long driver is slightly less glamorous.

Eslinger competed in eight LDA events 
this year, finishing in the top-8 finishers 
three times with a second-place finish as his 
best stop in the Bash for Cash. He qualified 
for the World Long Drivers Championship 
at WinStar Resort in Thackerville in Septem-
ber for the third time, getting knocked out in 
the round of 32, while making it to the finals 

Cowboy bomber lives for long ball

Don’t try this at home. Jason Eslinger putting on a show at Stillwater CC.  Photos Rip Stell
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