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Job well done
SERVICE, dEdICATION ANd fAMIly VAlUES HAllMARkS 
Of  THE COzby’S 41 yEARS AT HIllCREST COUNTRy ClUb 
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Cozby had no idea where Bartlesville was 
and no intention of finding out. He had con-
vinced himself he was going to be the next 
head professional at Westchester (New 
York) CC. Johnson, however, was persua-
sive and convinced Cozby he would have a 
good chance of landing his dream job after 
being the head pro at Hillcrest.

Driving up, Karole was more than a little 
apprehensive about leaving her home state, 
her parents, two sisters and a brother and 
moving to a state where “we didn’t know a 
soul.” 

“It was bittersweet,” she said. “We had to 
grow up and be parents and learn the hard 
way. The membership was wonderful, but 
at that time it was old.”

The Cozbys soon found out the social 
scene at Hillcrest was wanting. On a Satur-
day night, they found a baby sitter for Cary, 
dressed up and went to the club for dinner. 
They were the lone diners.

after leading Odessa Junior College to back-
to-back national championships, that Cozby 
met the former Karole Stanley of Houston. 
He moved quickly and decisively, convinc-
ing her to marry him in 1965, his senior year 
while she was just a freshman. 

That union produced three sons, Cary, 
Craig and Chance. All three would star at 
Bartlesville High School and later as All-
Americans at the University of Oklahoma, 
converting two diehard Longhorn fans into 
crimson-clad Sooner lovers.

“At the OU-Texas game, we’ll still stand 
when they play ‘The Eyes of Texas,’ ” Jerry 
said. “Otherwise, it’s OU.”

Cary was a toddler when Jerry, then an 
assistant to Hall of Fame professional Har-
vey Loudermilk at Oak Hills in San Antonio, 
was convinced by club manager Pat John-
son, who had previously held the same posi-
tion at Hillcrest, to interview for the vacant 
position.

By KEn MacLEOD

A board member at Hillcrest Country Club 
in Bartlesville noted the zeal with which a 
recently hired 27-year-old Texan went about 
his duties as head professional. He made a 
prediction:

“We’re going to lose you soon to a better 
club.”

The words stung young Jerry Cozby. Bet-
ter club? He determined on the spot that 
Hillcrest would be that “better” club.

For the next 41 years, Cozby strove re-
lentlessly, six and often seven days a week, 
to make Hillcrest the best it could be. 

Cozby established exacting standards for 
service. He could tell you the shirt size and 
favorite color of more than 400 members. 
His pro shop was efficient, yet homey and 
creative, a place one could find the perfect 
Christmas present next to the new wedge. 
He was demanding yet fair while training 
dozens of young assistants to be complete 
professionals. And he was a friend, mentor 
and resource for his peers throughout the 
section and country.

The years went by and the awards for his 
dedication and effort piled up. In 1985, he 
was selected PGA Professional of the Year, 
about the highest honor a pro can receive 
unless he is selected to the PGA of America 
Hall of Fame. In 2005, to the strain of bag-
pipes, Cozby walked into that Hall, tears 
streaming down his face, to be inducted 
along with his fellow honorees.

On Dec. 31, Cozby will cross another 
threshold as he steps into a well-earned re-
tirement. Who will replace him is yet to be 
determined. What is certain is that, despite 
all the great deeds and wonderful accolades 
in the past 41 years, his greatest achieve-
ment came years before he set foot in Okla-
homa.

It was at Lamar, where Cozby had gone 
to complete his education and golf career 

End of 
an era
Jerry Cozby,
the “Pro’s Pro,”
honored club
and profession
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The Jerry 
Cozby File
National Awards
2009, Inducted into the national  

Junior College Golf Hall of Fame
2005, Elected into the national PGA 

Golf Professional Hall of Fame
1985, national PGA Golf  

Professional of the Year

PGA South Central  
Section Awards
2000, Senior Hall of Fame
2003, 1985, 1984, 1983, Bill  

Strausbaugh Award
1997, 1996, Merchandiser of  

the Year Award
1991, 1987, Section Teacher  

of the Year Award
1985, 1973, Section Golf  

Professional of the Year Award
1983, 1981, Horton Smith Award

Finances
The Pro Shop at Hillcrest CC has turned 

a profit in 38 of the past 40 years, gener-
ating more than $17 million in revenue. 
Incredibly, the course has never had to 
use dues to fund the golf- shop operation, 
including salaries of Cozby and his staff

Other
Served as section officer in numerous 

capacities. Served on boards of Boys & 
Girls Clubs in Bartlesville and the Bartles-
ville Booster club. Served on the commit-
tee that oversaw the $5 million renovation 
of the Jimmie Austin OU Golf Course.

Created the Mark Kizziar award that 
provides a $1,000 annual scholarship to a 
junior golfer, now part of the Birdies for 
Scholarship program.

What They’re Saying
“He is just the ultimate golf profes-

sional. When you talk about being in 
the Hall of Fame and being the National 
Professional of the Year, those are the 
highest honors paid in our association. 
The members at Hillcrest have been very 
lucky to have Jerry at the helm all these 
years. Somebody is going to have big 
shoes to fill.”

Barry Thompson, Executive Director, 
PGA South Central Section

“Dad is terrified of bad weather. The 
maddest I’ve ever been at him was in 
high school, when all my friends and 
I had tickets to a Pearl Jam concert in 
Oklahoma City. He looked at the Weather 
Channel and said, ‘You’re not going. You 
can yell and say whatever you want, but 
you’re not going.’

“I can appreciate now that he was just 
looking out for me. And now that I’ve got 
a couple of kids of my own, I can really 
appreciate it.”

Chance Cozby, Director of Tournament 
Player Relations, Ping

“I’m the only girlfriend he ever had 
that played golf. That’s why he married 
me.”

Karole Cozby

“Jerry is one of the top five club profes-
sionals in the nation. He knows how to 
take care of his members and serve them 
what they need. He knows how to train 
young men who come into the business. 
He’s just the ultimate golf professional. 
He does every aspect of the job and does 
it well.”

Alsie Hyden, Director of Golf, Lake He-
fner Golf Course, OKC

“He’s done an unbelievable job. We 
share knowledge, share stories, share 
laughs that keep you sane. What a ter-
rific job he has done. That club is a great 
club. I’m proud to call him a friend and 
so proud of the job he’s done for Hillcrest 
and city of Bartlesville.

“He’s a PGA guy, always has been and 
wants to see everyone succeed. He will 
reach out to any pro, young or seasoned, 
to help them with any problem.

“Jerry expects things to be done right 
and by the rules. He has tremendous in-
tegrity.”

Dave Bryan, Head Golf Professional, 
Southern Hills Country Club

“He’s meant everything to my career. I 
thought I was a pretty good golf pro until 
I went to work for Jerry and found out 
how much I had to learn. 

“His entire focus is on the service as-
pect, which is the ultimate goal of any 
club. Jerry has also been a father figure. 
We talk often and I could call him today 
and he would do anything I need.”

Tim Johnson, former Hillcrest assistant, 
now Director of Golf at The Territory Golf 
Club, Duncan, Okla.

The Cozby Clan circa the early 1990s. back row, Jerry with son Cary, now 40. front row from left, Craig, 
38, karole and Chance, 34.
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The club, whose fortunes have long been 
tied to those of Phillips 66, eventually be-
came more vibrant. The 1926 Perry Max-
well layout has long been recognized as one 
of the best tracks in Oklahoma. The greens 
were restored by Ed Seay in 1982 and tee 
boxes redone by Randy Heckenkemper in 
2007. There have been regular improve-
ments to the clubhouse and grounds as 
well, including a brick patio for which Coz-
by served as fundraiser.

When Cozby arrived, it wasn’t a particu-
larly great job, according to Mark Kizziar, at 
that time the head professional across town 
at Adams Golf Course and later the presi-
dent of the PGA of America before going to 
work for Western Golf Properties.

“Dwight Travis had the job before Jerry 
and he had all the concessions,” said Kizzi-
ar, who nominated Cozby for the PGA Pro-
fessional of the Year award. “Jerry didn’t get 
the concessions. Yet he turned it into a very 
good job. He was just one of those guys who 
is good at every facet of the business.”

Cozby is eternally grateful to Hillcrest for 
giving his boys the run of the place as they 
were growing up. Not that they were out 
pulling any Caddyshack shenanigans; all 
learned by picking the range and working 
the bag room. They took lessons from their 
father but were not forced to do so.

“I never pushed any of the kids to play 
golf,” Jerry said. “I gave them the opportu-

nity and they took it.
“Watching my kids grow up here has been 

the best part of my job. The members have 
treated us wonderfully and allowed my kids 
to use the course and develop their games 

and personalities. 
“Those three boys have been the joy of 

our lives. Their dispositions and the way 
they handle people, Karole is responsible 
for that. She was walking the fairways with 
them all the way through their junior ca-
reers. She wore out several vehicles driving 
them around the state to play in all their ju-
nior events while I stayed here to work. She 
did a marvelous job with them.”

Anyone who knows the Cozby boys 
would concur. Cary is now the director of 
golf at Wichita Country Club and serving his 
second year as the president of the South 
Central Section. Craig is the product repre-
sentative for Ping in Kansas, while Chance 
is the player rep for Ping, responsible for 
recruiting and signing players Ping wants 
to be represented by on the PGA Tour and 
other professional tours. All three are mar-
ried with young children for Jerry and Kar-
ole to spoil.

“Jerry and Karole did a great job with 
those boys, those are three sterling young 
men,” said Alsie Hyden, the director of golf 
at Lake Hefner in Oklahoma City and a long-
time friend. “They’ve got a lot of traits of 
both the mother and the father. They would 
be a welcome asset to any community.”

All share a love for the game, a commit-
ment to doing things the right way and, 
though extremely competitive, all are mod-
est and decorous. All were told early they 
didn’t need to brag, just post their scores 
and let that be the evidence.”

“I remember the first time Craig beat me,” 
Jerry said. “He was 15. We were playing the 
back nine first and through hole six, with 
three to play, I added up the scores and saw 

Adams Golf Club
5801 E. Tuxedo Blvd.

Bartlesville, OK 74006
www.cityofbartlesville.org

918-331-3900

We wish 
you the 

best Jerry 
& Karole!

“Jerry, you will be greatly missed in the South Central Section and 
particularly in Bartlesville. You have been very helpful in my career 
and your neighbors at Adams Golf Course salute you and Karole for 
all you have done for golf and our city.”

Jerry Benedict, Head PGA Professional, Adams Golf Course

Jerry Cozby’s first staff, from left to right, Jerry Cozby, kent Carter and John darling.
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Congratulations
Jerry Cozby

The Pro’s Pro!
On 41 years of excellence 
at Hillcrest Country Club

2005 Inductee: PGA Hall of Fame
1985 PGA Professional of the Year

From your friends in the 
PGA South Central Section

that he was one ahead. We had two par-5s 
left, so I figured I could birdie them both 
and still beat him.

“Turns out we both parred the last 
three holes. I looked at him and said ‘Nice 
round.’

“ ‘Thank you,’ was all he said.”
The sons have much more to say now. All 

realize how much they learned from both 
parents even when the lessons were deliv-
ered by example.

“I realize now on a daily basis how much 
I learned from mom and dad,” Chance 
said. “Just being raised out there and being 
around the golf operation that my dad ran at 
Hillcrest. It had a big effect on how I do my 
business for Ping now. You learn service, 
how to treat people right, how to make de-
cisions for the right reasons.

“When you look at it, all four of us are 
doing something we really love. None of 
us are in the business just for the money. 
That’s something we learned from dad. He 
had plenty of opportunities to leave Hill-
crest and go make more money somewhere 
else.”

Jerry stayed because he realized what a 
great place Bartlesville and Hillcrest were 
to raise a family. The boys all played numer-
ous sports – Cary was an ace pitcher – yet 
all gravitated to golf as they grew older.

Cary was heavily recruited by almost all 
the top golf programs at the time with the 

exception of Oklahoma State. The Cowboys 
did come back after Craig and Chance, but 
by then Sooner magic had taken hold in the 
Cozby household and all followed Cary to 
OU and then coach Gregg Grost. The Soon-
ers had talented teams at the time and rou-
tinely were top 10 in the nation.

Like his father, Cary is now one of the 
most respected golf professionals in the 
section. To Cary, it all starts with the work 
ethic.

 “He still works like he’s 20 and broke,” 
Cary said. “He may have softened a little bit. 
But he still has high expectations for his op-
erations and himself and high expectations 
for everyone who works for him. He pays 
attention to every detail, because he real-
izes the little things add up to big things.”

Jerry has been demanding of his assis-
tants over the years, yet fair. He treats them 
like family, from private scoldings to public 
compliments. One described him as “the 
Bobby Knight of golf,” a label Cozby appre-
ciates, noting how much good Knight has 
done for his former players off the court 
despite his tough reputation on-court. Cary 
has worked on his father to be a bit more 
supportive of a reasonable workweek and 
to reduce his own schedule.

“The place is not going to burn down if 
he’s not there,” Cary said. “But we’re all vic-
tims of that. Sometimes you just have to be 
there and that’s part of the job, even though 

you’re being pulled at the other end with 
family.”

“I think one of Jerry’s most admirable 
qualities is his loyalty,” Karole said. “He al-
ways backs up his staff. He will never em-
barrass them in front of anyone. He might 
dress them down in his office, but it’s always 
with the intention of teaching them.”

Karole knows. She does the buying for all 
the ladies apparel in the pro shop and has 
felt the sting if Jerry was unhappy with an 
order.

“Sometimes they take it personal – some-
times I did - but it’s always business to him,” 
Karole said.

“I may get on them during the day, then 
ask them to go have a beer when we close 
up shop,” Jerry said. “Of course, they didn’t 
always want to go have a beer . . .”

The results of the tough love are evident. 
Fifteen of his former assistants have gone 
on to land jobs as head professionals, while 
numerous others have been successful in 
other endeavors in golf and out. David Bry-
an, son of Southern Hills head professional 
Dave Bryan and now head pro at The Patri-
ot in Owasso, spent a year at Hillcrest, just 
as Cary worked for Dave Bryan at Southern 
Hills.

“When I went there I had been in the golf 
business all my life and thought I knew most 
everything there was to know,” David Bryan 
said. “Jerry made me realize I wasn’t quite 
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Lew Wentz would like to congratulate 
Jerry Cozby, Hillcrest Country Club, 

on 41 years of dedicated service to golf.
2

Central location for Tulsa, Wichita and Oklahoma City
Two PGA Professionals on staff

Director of Golf Rod Alexander 1 Head Professional Kevin Brown

Wentz Municipal Golf Course
Call 580-767-0433 for tee times
L.A. CAnn drive, PonCA City, ok

round of Golf for four – $80 with this coupon
Good Monday through Thursday excluding holidays 1 Includes cart

Valid through December 31, 2009.

discount coupon

as knowledgeable as I thought I was.
“He’s just a perfect PGA professional. 

Across the board he treats everybody the 
same, no matter what your last name is. 
That’s the thing I admired most. My dad is 
the same way. Their dedication and passion 
are still as strong as ever.”

“I learned more working for Jerry in two 
years than I have before or since,” said Tim 
Johnson, director of golf at The Territory in 
Duncan and a former Cozby assistant. “He’s 
meant everything to my career.”

Jerry is routinely described by his peers 
such as Hyden, or Buddy Phillips, head pro-
fessional at Cedar Ridge who has also been 
in the Tulsa market since 1968, as a “pro’s 
pro.”

To the PGA professionals, it’s not a compli-
ment they give lightly. It means he conducts 
himself with dignity, class and professional-
ism that reflect well on his profession.

“He’s just a quality person, very helpful 
to his peers and not selfish with his knowl-
edge,” said Phillips, who also worked for 
Loudermilk, his stint coming in Jal, N.M.

Besides visiting grandchildren, Jerry and 
Karole plan to sharpen their golf games in 
retirement. Karole gave up golf after Craig 
was born, while Jerry stopped playing com-
petitively in section events once he began 
attending the college events.

And Cozby was a fine player. Despite be-
ing nicknamed “Popcorn” for a tendency to 

Golf course 
construction 

and renovation. 
Athletic fields. 

Parks and 
recreation.

2328 E. 13th Street, Tulsa, OK 74104
P.O. Box 4845 Tulsa, OK  74159

(918) 832-5544; (918)-832-7721 fax
E-mail: info@jonesplan.com

Your LocaL resource For
consistent QuaLitY

construction
Projects completed for:

Battle creek Golf club
Blessings Golf club
Bristow country club
cedar ridge Golf club
cherokee Hills Golf club
cleburne Golf Links
emerald Falls Golf club
Fort Hood
Gaillardia country club
Golf club at Frisco Lakes
Golf club of oklahoma
Hillcrest country club
independence country 
club
indian springs Golf & 
country club

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Kickingbird Golf club
Meadowbrook country 
club
o’Brien Park
Page Belcher Golf course
Palo alto community 
college
Pinnacle country club
royal oaks country club
scissortail Golf club
silverhorn Golf club
south Lakes Golf course
the territory
tulsa country club
Whitehawk country club
Winstar Golf course

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

hit fluffy tee shots, he not only led Odessa to 
two junior college national championships,  
he helped Lamar win the national “college 
division” title in his junior season, helping 
assistant basketball coach and “golf coach” 
Billy Tubbs to his only national champion-
ship (great trivia question). Lamar probably 
could have repeated in his senior year, but 
Cozby and other seniors elected to go to 
commencement, which was scheduled the 
same time as the tournament.

Kizziar remembers an early tournament 
in which Cozby was paired with future PGA 
Tour player John Mahaffey. 

“Somebody asked me what I thought of 
Mahaffey, who didn’t have a great day. I 
said not much, but you ought to see Cozby 
play.”

The Cozbys plan to stay in Bartlesville 
and hopefully remain active at Hillcrest 
and possibly take advantage of other teach-
ing opportunities. Until the end of the year, 
however, it will be business as usual.

“I was there a few weeks ago and asked 
where dad was,” Craig said. “They said he 
was pulling down carts. He’s still working 
like he doesn’t have two nickels to rub to-
gether!

“People don’t see what goes into being a 
golf pro. I want to give credit to both dad 
and mom. While he is working every holi-
day, every weekend, to have the support 
system at home was wonderful. Mom took 
care of us and never complained, she made 
it possible for him to go to work every day.

“What they’ve accomplished is because 
of both of them. I’m happy for and proud of 
both of them.”

“Looking back, I still use that “better 
club” comment as motivation,” Jerry said. 
“To me, it was always about service. I hope 
everyone feels that I gave them the best golf 
operation I possibly could.”

Rest assured.


